wat’s going on in (RIS
maessed-up world? The peo-
ple who are supposed Lo be

leading us arve nothing bul jevks.
Everything’s sliding downhill.

Everybody just looks oul for himself

and shafls the other guy without «
thought. Who would be siupid
enough to bring kids inlo a world
lifee this? ’

Do these words sound like they
come from the mouth of a 22-year-
old, a 42-year-old or a 62-year-old?

Most would attribute this kind of
agitation to a young adult, a person
without much experience who is
struggling lor a toehold in life. If all
you have is a new diploma and a very
short resume, it is normal to lall prey
to worry and panic as employers turn
you down, security guards look you
over twice and potential girlfriends
or hovfriends brush you off.

Throughout the ages, it has been
the task of older and wiser heads (o
encourage the young, to hold them
steady in moments of anxiety, to af-
firm their talents and to bolster their
shaky knees. Every young person

needs a mom,

a dad, an

h older
friend
¥ h o
S4ays,

quietly,
“This
world

isn't as
berserk as
it. seems.

long enough to have

Old enough to know better

By Dean Merrill

in time you will find yvour place and
even make a valuable contribution.
Daon’t give in to cynicism and fear.
Here, tet me help you.”

Bul thal is not happening often
enough these days. In-

deathbed inspired his son, Solomon:
“Be strong, show yourself a man, and
observe what the Lord your God re-
quires ... so that vou may prosper in
all you do and wherever you go”
(1 Kings 2:2,3, NIV).

stead, the above com-
plaint (with slightly
different wording) is
heard more frequently
from the mouths of
42-year-olds and 62-
year-olds. The gencra-
tions that have lived

gained perspective
are the ones cxpress-
ing the grealest dis-
may and discourage-

‘ ‘Busters aren’t looking for
! programs providing nice
| experiences. instead, they
long for meaningful rela-
tionships, such as with
older church members
who can show them, for
example, what a good
marriage looks like.

“The Lord be with
you, and may you
have success and
build the house of the
Lord your God, as he
said you would. May
the Lord give you dis-
cretion and under-
standing when he
puts you in command
over Israel ... Be
strong and coura-
geous. Do mnot be

ment. Journalists are
starling to dub them “the anxious
class.”

No wonder Generalion X 1is
“bummed” (to use their jargon).
Much has been written about the
sour mood of those bormn between the
mid-1960s and the mid-1980s. They
are said to be self-centered, disorga-
nized, surly and unmotivated (“slack-
ers”). These baby busters, of course,
point to a plethora of causes for their
attitude (not cnough good jobs, weak
parenting in their early years, parents
who divorced, a polluted ecosystem,
the cloud over Social Securiiy). But
we cannot deny they've picked up
some of the gloom from us.

A Boston pastor to the Generation
X crowd says it succinctly, “Busters
aren’t looking for programs providing
nice expericnees. Instead, they long
for meaningful relationships, such as
with older church members who can
show thew, for example, what a gnod
marriage looks like.”

Where today are the godly parents
such as David, who from his
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afraid or discour-
aged” (1 Chronicles 22:11-13).

Listen to Paul's tone in 2 Timothy
1:2-4 “My dear son: ... I thank God ...
as night and day [ conslantly remem-
ber you in my prayers ... . I long to
see you, so that I may he [iHed with
jov.” He conveys a message: You can
do it, Timothy. You can advance
God's kingdom in the midst of a frou-
bled world, and T'll show you how.

True leaders focus on solution
rather than hlame, inspiration rather
than accusalion. God is still at work
in the world, bringing light to the op-
pressed and forgiveness to the guilty.
His church should be the most opti-
mistic people around. Especially
those of us who have walked with
Him for decades, through good times
and bad. We call ourselves evangeli-
cals — people of the good news. The
next generation is lisiening to hear if
we ring true. m
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