L It was a dark and
stormy night-—literally. Thunder-
heads plumed into the April sky,
and the aging DC-3 groaned west-
ward against the turbulence. My
flancee, flying home to see her
parents for Easter, gripped the arm-
rest and wished for solid ground.

The mood was lightened, howev-
er, by the handsome man in the dark
suit across the aisle, a junior Con-
gressman on his way home for some
early campaigning. He'd be seeking
another two years in November, and
he regaled the potential voters on
the plane with jokes and banter.

“Where do you go to college?” he
asked my fiancee. “What's your
major?” They chatted amiably, try-
ing to ignore the bumpy ride. Soon
the stewardess came down the aisle
trying to serve beverages, a tricky
task. “Need a little help, sweet-
heart?” the man asked with a wink.
“Always glad to help a constituent,
especially if she’s blonde.” The
passengers laughed.

Then it happened. The plane
shuddered, and the cabin went
dark. People moaned. Were they
going to crash? No, the engines were
still droning. But all interior lights
were dead.

No one enjoyed lurching through
thunderstorms in the dark, but the

Congressman was most disgusted of
all. Things like this happened nearly
every trip home, he announced in a
loud voice. He began to swear about
the airline’s shortcomings. The
stewardess came by to apologize,
but failed to assuage his ire.

The more minutes that went by,
the more profane he became. After

“Need a little help,
sweetheart?” the man
asked with a wink.

half an hour in the dark, the plane
finally landed at my fiancee’s city,
where her parents greeted her with
relief.

Today, more than 20 years later,
the one-time Congressman, with a
little more gray in his hair, is
working hard to become the next
President of the United States.
You'll find his views outlined, along
with those of his opponents, in the
cover story and chart on page 16. He
is now one of the well-packaged,
thoughtful-sounding leaders who
aspires to guide this nation.

I asked my wife the other night,
“What if your buddy from the plane
ride wins the nomination? Are you
going to vote for him?”

She thought for a moment, then
said, “No, [ don’t think so.” I
reminded her that her family had
always favored his political party.
“Yeg, I know,” she said, “but I saw
enough inconsistency that night to
know what he’s really like.”

Lord Chesterfield, English states-
man of the 1700's, once told his son,
“You must look into people as well as
at them.” This election season,
Amerjcan Christians have an awfully
lot of candidates to look at. It takes a
careful eye to see inside the individu-
al, to discern whether the personality
is made of steel or stubble.

Is it fair to ask such questions?
Many voices today say no; don’t get
“personal,” let the candidate have
his “privacy,” the public positions
are all that matter. I disagree. Four
years in the Oval Office are bound to
push the occupant beyond the most
carefully laid policies and campaign
promises. At that point, principle
takes over. Which principle?

D. L. Moody once defined charac-
ter as “what a man is in the dark.”
Between now and 1992 our nation’
may well hit one or more stormy
nights. Let us, with God's help,
choose the steadiest pilot.

% \

EDITORIAL STAFF

Dean Merrill Editor/Vice-FPresident Peter A. Gross Art Director
Rase Marie Grande Secretary
Sandra P. Aldrich Assistant Editor Ruth Chuovala Manuscript Evaluator

Bob Chuvala Associate Editor

Contributing Editors: Harry Cheney, Gary R. Collins, Rebert A. Cook,
Elisabeth Elliot, Horace L. Fenton Jr., Gloria Gaither,

William Proctor

ADVERTISING STAFF

Robert Metcalfe Director/Vice-President
Cheryl Welch Coordinator
P.0. Box 371, Chappaqua, NY 10514 {914) 769-9000

CHRISTIAN HERALD ASSOCIATION David Kucharsky, President

Stewart O. Manthey, Vice-President/Treasurer ® David Shultz, Senior
Vice-President ® John E. Colén, Corporate Secretary/Personnel Director
Department Heads Gregory Dziuba, Creative Services ® Frank A. Castaldo,
Fulfillment ® Emily T. Rudolph, Production ® Mary
James Flanagan, Accounting ® Rene Haddad, Cashiering ® Bill Petrino, Data
Processing ® Rebert O. Sandbo, Facilities

Risley, Book Clubs

CHRISTIAN HERALD CHILDREN # THE BOWERY MISSION &

eg,l..l CAL CO UN[:,

£ 2
sECI=RAs
a L
— =g
% 5
“1 apcount®™

YOUNG MEN'S HOME David Kucharsky, President @ Stewart O.
Manthey, Vice President/Treasurer ® John E. Colén, Secretary

Torrey Barcanic, Development Director ® John Willeck, Director, Bowery
Misston/Our Father's House o Miguel A. Sanchez, Director, Children’s
City Minisiries ® Alfred P. Hampton, Director, Mont Lawn Camp
Patricia A. Snook, Coordinator,

aradise Lake Retreat Center

MARCH 1988



